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THE J.B. CHAMBERS  
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

The finest performing arts venue of any West Virginia 
school system was unveiled on April 10th by Ohio County 
Schools on the campus of Wheeling Park High School.

The J.B. Chambers Performing Arts Center Grand Opening, 
an event 16 years in the making, was attended by U.S. Sen. Joe 
Manchin, U.S. Rep. David McKinley, West Virginia School 
Building Authority Executive Director Dr. Mark Manchin 
and many other Mountain State dignitaries. Elected officials, 
the Board of Education and school system officials joined the 
community in raising the curtain on a facility that will ben-
efit the children of Ohio County for generations.

Interest in the $10 million, state-of-the-art Performing Arts 
Center was so great that an estimated 2,000 curious and ex-
cited guests attended the center’s March 12th open house. A 
second open house attracted hundreds of additional onlookers 

to the J.B. Chambers Performing Arts Center. Ohio County 
Schools Superintendent Dr. Dianna Vargo believes the grand 
opening of the Performing Arts Center was the most antici-
pated moment in school system history.

“There was nothing like it,” Vargo says. “It was such an excit-
ing moment to see something so many people have worked 
so hard for come to fruition with results that are absolutely 
stunning. We could not be more proud of the J.B. Chambers 
Performing Arts Center, and the students are just amazed that 
they are able to perform on such a massive stage and in such a 
magnificent facility.”

“Inspiring Dreams”
Ohio County Schools

for local community members. During the course of the year, 
seniors took on leadership positions, guiding the freshmen and 
sophomores through their project development. Presentations to 
community members like the chief of police and the mayor kept 
the students serious and accountable. Skype technology was used 
to disseminate the information and online peer reviews kept the 
student comments respectful and thoughtful. 

Virtual Safety
The IT departments of school systems are preparing as quickly as 

possible for the potential increase of mobile devices in the classroom. 
Before the innovation of the smartphone and the tablet, the K-12 
network administrators could focus their security efforts on the 
computer lab and one or two desktop computers in a classroom. 
Now they will need to apply new policies across all the mobile 
devices that are on school property whether they are brought from 
home or supplied by the school. Defending the students against 
bullies, stalkers and predators and complying with strict Children’s 
Internet Protection Act (CIPA) regulations will require constant 
up-to-date security measures, like blocking spyware and viruses 
and enabling forensic reporting to manage liability.

Administrators and teachers are ready to embrace these 
mobile devices that deliver 1-to-1 learning because they see the 
power it has in reaching all the different learning styles of their 
students. Educators believe that technology in mobile devices 
can deliver results that were not previously attainable with the 
desktop PC. By moving from textbooks to tablets, the students 
have all their written content at their fingertips and they gain 
powerful new tools for experiential learning. 
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The J.B. Chambers Performing Arts 
Center is a state-of-the-art, 1,200-seat 
performance theater on the campus of 
Wheeling Park High School. It provides 
the staff and students of Ohio County 
Schools with a 21st-century venue for 
teaching and learning. It also serves as 
the cultural hub for expansion of the arts 
within the school system and is an ex-
tension of the classroom for art, music, 
theater, speech, television and radio 
students. The Performing Arts Center 
is available to elementary, middle and 
high school students and to groups in 
the community.

The venue features dress-circle seating, 
a mezzanine and two galleries. It also 
has a 30-by-50-foot set shop and mul-
tiple dressing rooms. There are nearly 
100 miles of wiring in the J.B. Chambers 
Performing Arts Center. Almost 1,000 
yards of concrete were poured in its 
construction. There are more than 350 
computerized lighting circuits in the 
Performing Arts Center. The rigging for 
the stage and the curtain are operated by 
touch-screen computer. More than 100 
local workers were involved in the con-
struction of the facility.

The Performing Arts Center cost approx-
imately $10 million. The project is being 
funded by a $5 million grant from the 
West Virginia School Building Authority 
and private donations.

Ohio County Schools

The Reviews Are In!!!

“Discussions about the J.B. Chambers Performing Arts Center 
began about 16 years ago. No one could have ever imagined 
that what would result from those initial discussions would 
be something that is so amazing. I’m so proud to have been 
involved in that process. The J.B. Chambers Performing Arts 
Center is something that will be a source of pride for Ohio 
County students and this community for years to come.”  
- Former Ohio County Schools Superintendent George S. Krelis

“Here in Wheeling...you’ve given the young people—the future 
of not only West Virginia, the future of this country—a chance 
to find themselves, and they will. And it will be because of your 
investment, because of your vision, because of your belief in 
the arts. This beautiful facility will truly bring this community 
together like never before.” - U.S. Sen. Joe Manchin, D-WV

“This is our town. And this is our facility. This is our 
school, but it’s all of our children and our future. So I 
can’t tell you how proud I am, to stand here knowing 
how it all began, when it was nothing but a dream. 
And here it is, a reality. This is going to transform a lot 
of students’ lives.” - U.S. Rep. David McKinley, R-WV

“‘Wow!’ ‘Amazing!’ ‘Awesome!’ ‘Oh my goodness!’ 
‘Fantastic!’ ‘Unbelievable!’ Those are just some of the 
words spouted during a walk-through at the J.B. Chambers 
Performing Arts Center at Wheeling Park High School.”  
- Phyllis Sigal, the Wheeling News-Register

“The J.B. Chambers Performing Arts Center is vast and 
elegant...With 1,200 seats and two galleries, this $10 million 
project was built with the performers and audience in mind.” 
- D.K. Wright, WTRF 7 News
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An educational leader in the State of West Virginia, Ohio County Schools provides innovative learn-
ing opportunities for more than 5,000 students in pre-school through 12th grade. Utilizing highly 
qualified teachers, a rigorous curriculum and state-of-the-art technology, the school system serves 
children from Wheeling and the surrounding communities of Bethlehem, Triadelphia, Valley Grove 
and West Liberty.

In addition to its commitment to preparing students for success in a 21st century global envi-
ronment, Ohio County Schools is dedicated to educating well-rounded young people by offering 
renowned fine and performing arts programs. That effort has reached new heights with the comple-
tion of the J.B. Chambers Performing Arts Center at Wheeling Park High School, Ohio County’s 
comprehensive 9th-12th grade institution.

In April 2008, the West Virginia School Building Authority awarded Ohio County Schools a $5 million 
matching grant toward the construction of the facility. Since that time, the J.B. Chambers Memorial 
Foundation has donated $1 million and other local organizations, businesses and individuals have 
invested in the project.

The J.B. Chambers Performing Arts Center is the premier facility of its kind in the Wheeling area. 
Professionally designed by McKinley and Associates as well as theatrical and acoustic consultants, 
the facility seats 1,200 people and is available for use by all public, private and parochial schools 
in the area. Colleges, universities and performing groups also will be invited to utilize the center.

The Ohio County Schools’ administration and board of education are grateful for the support of 
legislators, the Small Business Association, state board of education members and Wheeling-area 
foundations, organizations, businesses and individuals who have donated to the J.B. Chambers 
Performing Arts Center project. The facility, however, still has room for your support. To learn more, 
call the Ohio County Board of Education office at (304) 243-0300.

To receive a list of naming opportunities or to obtain the necessary form to purchase a seat,  
call Ohio County Schools Communications Coordinator Gabe Wells at (304) 243-0493.

THE WORLD is ever-changing, and, 
as a result, the wants and needs of 
consumers—and businesses—continue 

to evolve. As the business community adjusts to a 
global market, employees must be active learners in 
order to be viable, valuable members of the work force. 

Opportunities for professional growth in West 
Virginia are easy to find. Pierpont Community & 
Technical College, The EdVenture Group and SCORE 
provide classroom and online learning, from how to 
start your own business to leadership development 
and how to balance work and life. 

BY JENNIFER 
JETT

Professional 
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